
Darkness and Light in the Psalms 
 
139:10-12 
10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, * 
    and the light around me turn to night," 
  
11 Darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is as bright as the day; * 
    darkness and light to you are both alike. 
  
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
    you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 
18:9-15 
9 Smoke rose from his nostrils 
and a consuming fire out of his mouth; * 
    hot burning coals blazed forth from him. 
  
10 He parted the heavens and came down * 
    with a storm cloud under his feet. 
  
11 He mounted on cherubim and flew; * 
    he swooped on the wings of the wind. 
  
12 He wrapped darkness about him; * 
    he made dark waters and thick clouds his pavilion. 
  
13 From the brightness of his presence, through the clouds, * 
    burst hailstones and coals of fire. 
  
14 The LORD thundered out of heaven; * 
    the Most High uttered his voice. 
  
15 He loosed his arrows and scattered them; * 
    he hurled thunderbolts and routed them. 
 
36:5-9 
5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, * 
and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,  
your justice like the great deep; * 
you save both man and beast, O LORD. 
 
7 How priceless is your love, O God! * 
your people take refuge under the 
shadow of your wings. 
 
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 
you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 
9 For with you is the well of life, * 
and in your light we see light. 



 
 
63:5-9 
5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,  
 
6 When I remember you upon my bed, * 
and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 
7 For you have been my helper, * 
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 
8 My soul clings to you; * 
your right hand holds me fast. 
 
9 May those who seek my life to destroy it * 
go down into the depths of the earth; 
 
 
97:1-6 
1 The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 
 
3 A fire goes before him * 
and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 
4 His lightnings light up the world; * 
the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
and all the peoples see his glory.’ 
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