
An Episcopalian’s Guide to the Bible 
 
Schedule of Topics 
May 25: Why do we read the Bible? 
- who has the authority to say what it means? 
- what intentions do we have when we read the Bible? 
 
Bible verses of the day 
This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make 
your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. – Joshua 1:8 
 
But Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” -Matthew 4:4, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 
 
Our main question today: Why read the Bible? 
 

- Sola scriptura – The doctrine developed during the Protestant Reformation that the Bible is 
the only authority for doctrine and practice. Laypeople don’t need priests to tell them what 
God says; reading the words of the Bible for themselves is sufficient. (cf. prima scriptura – 
Wesleyan, Anglican, Catholic, Orthodox) 

- Article 6 of the 39 Articles of Religion - Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation: 
Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. (BCP p. 
868) 

- Even if we don’t ascribe inerrant authority to the Bible, it is still a library of stories about 
people encountering the divine.  

- And the Bible has profoundly shaped Western literature and thought. Reading the Bible is 
essential for engagement with Western culture.  

- At the very least, we can ask “why did people write this down?” and “why did the text 
endure?” 

 
Where do we encounter the Bible? 

- Sunday worship 
- Bible study 
- Daily Office reading 
- Other devotional reading 
- As we discern hard decisions or walk with someone going through a hard time 
- References and allusions in books, political speeches, conversations 
- Quotes on the bottom of an In-n-Out bag 

 
Who do we trust to read and interpret the Bible? 

- Priests, pastors, preachers 
- Biblical scholars 
- Only Christians? 

 
 



Discussion Questions 
Do you think reading the Bible alone (i.e. reading only the Bible, and reading the Bible by yourself) 
is sufficient for salvation? 
 
What do you need in order to feel confident reading the Bible? 
 
What do we do when we disagree with an interpretation of the Bible (like in a sermon)? 
  
Why do you read the Bible? 


