
An Episcopalian’s Guide to the Bible 
 
Schedule of Topics 
May 4: Is the Bible a book? 
- the physical books we have 
- what’s inside those covers 
May 11: What does the “original” say? 
- Biblical languages/culture 
- finding the original manuscripts 
May 18: How did we get the Bible(s) we have today? 
- how translations happen in theory 
- the “best” Bible translations 
May 25: Why do we read the Bible? 
- who has the authority to say what it means? 
- what intentions do we have when we read the Bible? 
 
Bible verses of the day 
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness. -2 Tim. 3:16 
 
Psalm 119 (we won’t read the whole thing today) 
 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. – Romans 15:4 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 
 
The promises of the Lord are promises that are pure, 
    silver refined in a furnace on the ground, 
    purified seven times. (Psalm 12:6) 
 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. – Colossians 3:16 
 
Our main question today: what is the Bible? 
The word of God 
Inerrant 
Infallible 
True 
Revelation 
Myth 
Ancient 
Timeless 

Relevant 
Obsolete 
Sacred 
Written by humans 
Contradictory 
Violent 
Confusing 
Holy 

A library/collection 
A book 
Universal 
History book 
Poetry 
Instructions 
Divinely inspired 
Inspirational

 
- Which of these words describe the Bible? Which of them don’t? What other words would 

you use?  
Discussion questions 



 
1. What is between the covers of the Bible? (yes, that one on your table right now) 

- 66 (canonical) books – does your Bible have apocryphal/deuterocanonical books? 
- 40 (traditional) authors – we’ll talk more about this next week 
- Hebrew Bible written down from the 700s BCE to the 100s BCE 
- New Testament written down c. 50 CE to 110 CE 
- Maps/pictures? 
- Chapter/verse numbers? Headings? Footnotes? 

 
2. Is it a Bible if it doesn’t have all the books? What about children’s Bibles? 
 
3. What (if anything) makes the Bible different from other books? 
 
4. What (if anything) makes the Bible different from the scriptures of other religions? 
 
 
 
Resources: http://jlharmon.com/bible-guide  
 
 

http://jlharmon.com/bible-guide

