
Recreate the nativity from paper with this set of printable 
templates. 

This nativity scene includes all the main characters from the 
Christmas story, including Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the 
donkey, an angel, two shepherds with sheep and the three 
wise kings with their camels. The backdrop is a simple stable 
with a star to glue on top.
All pieces are easy to cut out and glue together, suiting a wide 
range of ages from kids to adults. 

You will need:
•  Ordinary paper for the characters
•  Card stock is recommended for the barn backdrop 

(ordinary paper will also work but won’t be as sturdy)
•  A small square of yellow tissue paper to line the manger 

(optional)
• Glue stick
• Scissors

Make the stable
1.  Print the barn backdrop to card stock and cut out. 

2.  Fold the tabs and glue the side panels on. It’s easiest to 
score the fold lines first with a blunt butter knife to get 
clean folds.

3.  Glue the star to the top on the back of the roof.

Make the characters
4.  Print all the character pages to ordinary paper.

5.  Cut out the characters, place glue on the tab and bend 
into a cylinder shape.

Make the angel
5.  Glue the angel wings to the back of the cylinder shape,  

and the halo ring to the top of the glowing circle  
on her back.

Make the animals
5.  After gluing into a cylinder shape, fold the tab  

at the top of the neck forward, and glue the animal head 
shape to it.

Make the manger  
6.  Place glue on the tabs and fold into a box shape, gluing 

into place. For the color version keep the brown panels 
on the outside.

7.  Cut a small piece of yellow tissue paper into a square 
slightly larger than the finished manger and use it to line 
the inside before laying baby Jesus inside.

How to:

* Step by step photos on following page
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