
USC Academic Bible Study – Women in Judges 
 
10-16: Samson’s women, Judges 13, 14, 16 
10-23: the Levite’s concubine, Judges 19 
10-30: Hannah, 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10 
(perhaps continue with Ruth?) 
 
Nazirite: (from Hebrew nazir, consecrated, separated) a person who took the vow in Num. 6:1-21: 

- Abstain from wine, intoxicating substances, and anything else made from grapes 
- Refrain from cutting the hair on one’s head 
- Do not become unclean by touching corpses/graves (even of family members) 

 
Some general discussion questions (adapted from Kelly J. Murphy) 
 

- From whose point of view is the story told? Is a woman’s and/or man’s perspective 
presented? 

 

- Are women given agency? Who has the power in the text? 
 

- What roles do women have in the text? 
 

- Do these women have a voice in the text? What role does speech play? 
 

- Is violence/oppression presented in this text? Against who? 
 
Questions for the Samson story in particular 
 

- Compare and contrast the announcement of Samson's birth with other typical birth 
announcement scenes (for instance, in the stories of Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah, and, in the 
New Testament, of Elizabeth and Mary in Lk 1). How is it similar? How is it different? 

 

-  How does the text depict Samson's mother in contrast to Samson's father? 
 

- At one point, Samson tells his wife that he has not "yet told my mother or my father" the 
answer to his riddle. What might this indicate about to Samson's first allegiance? 
 

- What role does speech play in the Samson and Delilah narrative? How is this similar or 
different from the role of speech in the story about Samson's wife? 
 

- Although the text reports that Samson loves Delilah, it provides very little information about 
Delilah herself. Does she love Samson in return? Is she an Israelite or a Philistine? Does she 
willingly agree to learn his secret, or do the Philistine lords coerce her? 
 

- How does the text support the typical modern perception of Delilah? Does the text also 
support a more sympathetic view? 


