
Saints of December 
 
As we consider the theme of the “people of God” this week, it is a good time to remember the 
historical people of God we commemorate as saints. There are many people we could remember 
and uplift this season, but here are a few, and a few ways to commemorate them. 
 
December 4: St. Barbara 
St. Barbara was an early Christian martyr. She was imprisoned in a tower by her father, and during 
her imprisonment, she found a dried cherry branch and cared for it until is came back to life and 
bloomed. It was also said that after her death, flowers bloomed at Christmas on her grave. In 
Germany, there is a tradition of cutting “Barbarazweige” or “Barbara branches” of trees on her feast 
day, and nurturing the cuttings so that they might bloom on Christmas.  
December 6: St. Nicholas of Myra 
St. Nicholas was a bishop in Turkey, known for his fighting (literally, physically) against early 
Christian heresies. He is also remembered for his material care for the poor. In images, St. Nicholas 
is often shown with gold globes that he was said to gift to poor young women as dowries. It is from 
stories like this that we have the tradition of “St. Nick” bringing gifts. As you prepare your gifts for 
friends and family this season, think on the original St. Nicholas and remember the poor.  
December 8: The (Immaculate) Conception of Mary 
While we are preparing to remember the birth of Jesus this month, it is also the commemoration of 
the conception of Mary, Jesus’s mother. Her parents, Anna and Joachim, were elderly and childless. 
They prayed for a child, and Mary was conceived. Let us contemplate the kind of woman that Mary 
become: one who was so devout and trusting of God that she was entrusted with giving birth to 
God Incarnate. On this day, we remember that her entire life, from the very beginnings of her 
conception, was formed in prayer and trust in God.  
December 12: The Virgin of Guadalupe 
During colonial Spanish rule in Mexico, the Virgin Mary appeared to a young man, Native American 
man: Juan Diego. She did not appear with the pale skin of the Spanish colonists, but with dark skin 
like Juan Diego’s own. The Virgin made blooming roses appear in the middle of December as proof 
of Juan Diego’s story. Remembering that Mary, the 1st century Jewish Palestinian woman, probably 
had more in common with Native American Juan Diego than with the Spanish colonists, let us 
remember how our images of saints and Bible figures reflect the reality of our diverse world. And, 
remembering the miraculous beauty of December roses, bring some beauty into your home this 
week. If fresh flowers are out of reach, why not make some of the origami flowers in this week’s 
craft supplies. 
December 21: St. Thomas the Apostle 
Thomas was one of the 12 apostles of Jesus. After the “doubting Thomas” incident at the time of 
the resurrection, Thomas became a missionary, going all the way to India, and, it is said, China. 
There are churches in India today that trace their history back to Thomas’s mission. There is also a 
Paraguayan story that Thomas visited the Guaraní tribes of South America and preached to them 
before the Spanish colonists. While we are perhaps constrained this year in our ability to travel and 
be in person with others, that does not need to constrain our proclamation of a gospel of freedom. 
Thomas did not bring the gospel of a British colonist Jesus to India, or a Spanish colonist Jesus to 
Paraguay: he is remembered for bringing his eyewitness account of Jesus to the ends of the earth.  
December 26: St. Stephen, deacon and Proto-martyr 
Stephen is the first martyr in the Christian tradition. His story can be found in Acts chapter 7. One 
popular Christmasy song, “Good King Wenceslas”, actually takes place on the “Feast of Stephen”, 
December 26. 


